Six out of ten site web visits for our information products
Information products attracted nearly close to 57 percent of the 686,000 visits to our site in the first half of 2009. One third of the total number of visits concerned Source articles in various languages.
Publications came second with 7.8 percent of visits to our site, themes third and about IRC fourth. 

Sanitation highest, Finance and cost recovery doubled 

Among the themes Finance and cost recovery doubled the number of visits, due to the WASHcost programme getting on steam. School sanitation has lost page views. The reason could well be the push in 2008 on the International Year of Sanitation. This theme still scores first among the themes with 17 percent of the total. Andt together with our most popular news blogs Sanitation Updates and the new WASH in Schools web site the sanitation theme score the highest numver of page views.

Financing and Scaling up scored each 14 percent of the total number of page views. 

Our project and regional work attracted together a meager 3.7 percent of the visits. Most of the regions lost visits because very few updates were added online.

Table 1. Ranking activities on our site irc.nl first half 2009
	Activities on irc.nl
	Page views
	Percentage

	IRC site total
	     686.610 

   (up 50,000)
	100,0

	World Waterday site
	     278,073
	

	
	
	

	1. Information Services
	     390,563 
	56,7

	Of which all Source articles
	                234,438
	34,0

	         of which Source English
	                117,468
          (up 20,000)                   
	17,1

	                       Source Spanish
	                  82,623
	12,0

	                       Source French
	                  34,347
	5,0

	
	
	

	2. Publications
	                  58,676
	8,5

	          Of which PDF downloads
	                  23,701
	3,4

	3. Themes
	      53,983
	7,8

	
	
	

	4. About IRC
	      48,221
	7,0

	5. IRCDOC
	                  32,527
	4.7

	6. Projects
	      16,168
	2,3

	7, Regional work
	        9,473
	1.4


Sanitation Updates posts triggers many comments 
A comparison with an overview of the WASH news blogs shows that Sanitation Updates with 49,801 page views is nearly as high as our total number of page views on the IRC theme web pages. The reason for that is also clear: three people in NL and USA contributed 1,124 posts, triggering 449 comments as well. T
WASH vacancies blog with six partners contributing scored second with 18,804 page views from 46 posts. WASH news Africa on third place with 15,435 page views from 433 posts scores much higher than our total number of visits to our regional pages. 

How do people get to us?

The Spanish search term ‘Contaminacion’ in combination with Colombia and Mexico was with 1,700 the top scoring query in search engines, through which traffic came to our site. ‘How to make a reference list’ with 1, 300 was second, ‘no mix toilet’ third.

Wash news blogs score better
Overall the English WASH News blogs with 136,500 page views in total score 15 percent better than page views on English Source news articles and features 
Table 2. Top 5 of WASH news blogs visited first half 2009
	Name
	Subscr*
	Page views
	Posts
	Com-ments
	Partners
	Feeds

	1. Sanitation Updates 

(with USAID, HIP)  
	474
	49,801
	1,124
	449
	2 
	1

	2. WASH Vacancies 

(with UNESCO-IHE, UNICEF, Gates, Medair)
	774
	18,804
	46
	6
	4 
	1

	3. WASH news Africa
	152
	15,435
	433
	76
	
	#3

	4. WASH news Asia & Pacific
	93
	14,002
	563
	70
	
	1

	5. WASH Finance
	87
	8,578
	268
	84
	
	1

	Total
	1,988 
	136,589
	3,386
	817
	6
	12


* Subscribers via Feedburner – e-mail and feed reader subscriptions

# sub feeds for East, Southern and West Africa
More interactivity on news blogs
The WASH news blogs attract a considerable higher number of comments than our web site does. The blogs got 817 comments, our web site not more than 25 relevant ones. 
There were 3 for Triple S: suggesting a focus country.

· There were 3 on the issue of gender 
· There were 3 on scaling up household water treatment 
· There were 3 on various publications 
· And a number on different water issues: SODIS, WASH in schools, water harvesting
